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What, then, are the hypotheses which will underlie our
account of behaviour?
The first concerns the nature of^behaviour itself. We make
the great assumption that behaviour.is a phenomenon funda-
mentally different in kind, from the, action of any machine,
however complicated. Let us consider examples whichjwill
bring out the difference between, the .two. A golfer hits his
ball off the tee: it may roll for a few yards; it may soar through
the air in a beautiful parabola; it may, in an irritating fashion,
cu£ve to the right or to the left. But, however the golfer may
blame the ball for its unsatisfactory movements, he knows in
his heart that its whole motion is determined by the impact of
the club, the force of gravity, the resistance of the air, and the
wind that happens to be blowing at the moment. It is purely
the sport of the forces that play on it from without, and it has
no will or initiative of its own. In contrast, we may consider a
bird picking up crumbs and a cat behind, stealthily engaged
in stalking it. Suddenly the bird sees the cat and immediately
flies off, fluttering hither and thither in great agitation until it
finds itself in safety on the branch of a tree. Our assumption
is that the motion of the golf-ball and that of the bird are
fundamentally different things. The former is a simple type
of mechanical motion, while the other, since it cannot be ex-
plained on mechanical principles, we call behaviour.
We may use the example to analyse a little further the differ-
ence between behaviour and mechanical action. In the first
place, the bird's movement is spontaneous—that is to say, it is
directed from within—while that of the ball comes from without.
In the case of the ball outside circumstances are wholly re-
sponsible for its motion; but in the case of the bird the cat
merely releases an activity that is subsequently pursued inde-
pendently of it. Again, there is an important difference in the
fact that with the same stimulus the bird may vary its move-
ments, while in the case of the ball the same antecedents
always produce the same results. Further, the bird ceases to
move when a certain change in its situation has been brought
about—that is, when it has reached a position of safety; but the
ball ceases to move only when its kinetic energy has been spent

